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BROADWAY, BETWEEN 155TH AND 156TH STREETS 
NEW YORK 


August 30, 1917 


To the Members of 


The American Numismatic Society: 


To commemorate April 6, 1917, the date of the declaration of 
war by the United States and of our National alliance with other 
countries for the preservation of Democracy throughout the World, 
The American Numismatic Society has undertaken the issue of an 


important medal that it now offers for subscription by its members. 


It has seemed particularly appropriate at this period that we 
should utilize our National emblem, the American Eagle, to express 


the sentiment of our people. 


The “bald,” or more properly the white-headed eagle of North 
America Haliaetus leucocephalus, is the eagle described as a part of 
the design of the Arms and the Great Seal of the United States that 
was adopted by Congress June 20, 1782. 


This eagle has since then been frequently produced in symbolic 
form on State and National seals, coins and documents. It has been 
a popular emblem on medals, but has been generally designed fig- 
uratively. Whenever the design has been intended to represent the 
real “bird of freedom," the results have often been unfortunate and 


misleading. 


Instead of following the precedents indicated upon many coins 
and medals, and adopting a design of the heraldic type of eagle, we 
have sought an accurate representation of the American white-headed 


eagle, that was born and bred in freedom. 


Mr. Eli Harvey, the American sculptor, who has made a note- 
worthy success of his studies of wild-life, has produced for our 
Society a model of an eagle that is expressive of the spirit with which 
our nation has entered its present struggle.—a dynamic bird of alert- 
ness and power that has been aroused to action and is about to 
extend its wings for world democracy. The faithfulness of this de- 
sign to nature has been approved by Mr. William T. Hornaday, 
Director of the New York Zoological Park. 


The medals now offered for subscription by the members will be 
circular in form and three and one-half inches in diameter, each will 
bear the seal of this Society and will be numbered on the edge in 


the order of the subscription therefor. 


The price of the medals will be $10 each for those struck in 
bronze, and $20 each for those struck in silver. Subscriptions will 
be received only until and including Saturday, September 29, 1917, 
but in no event to exceed 450 in bronze and 50 in silver, to which 


total amounts the issue will be strictly limited. 


Each member is entitled to subscribe to one bronze medal, and 
to such additional medals as may not have been subscribed for at 


the time of application therefor. 


Subscriptions should be accompanied by a check to the order of 
The American Numismatic Society for the amount of the subscription, 
and with the address to which the medals are to be delivered by 
the Society and at its expense. 


EDWARD T. NEWELL, 


President 


Committee on the Publication of Medals: 


Edward D. Adams 
Sydney P. Noe 
Howland Wood 


JOHN A. PHILLIPS 
226-228 William Street 
NEW YORK 


Telephone, Beekman 4323 
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“ov. 8, 1927. 


John A. Phillips, 
226 William St., New York. 


Dear Sir: 3 
Referring to my covversaticn 

with your representative last week, 

I should like to have you set up the enclesed 

copy in tvo styles - one. Gothic, and 

the other I leuve to’ your compositor's taste. 

Ve desire an invitation cad thet wiil 2 

be neat and dignified. When you send me the 

‘proof, the vate whieh is now blank can be 

Surplied. le ‘ve the space occupied by the 

seal blank - we wili furnish the cut for this. . 

I at the cards reduced in size to about 

two-thirds (or less) that of the present 

one, and envelopes to enclose them vill 

be needed. Please quote on one hundred, — 

and state whether you could have them done 


for us within tvo days of Edebrete bess. 
corrected proof. 


Yours very bo Boe 


: a _—- Seeretary. 


November 14th, 1917. 


- Mr. John A. Praliips, 
226<228 Wirliaum Street, 
New York. 


Dear Birsi«~ 


ae i 
The long celayed proof for which we have been phoning 
you arvivea yesterday ufternoon, but it was in such contrast 
to the suggestions made in uy letter accompanying the copy 
that I fear the latter must have been mislaiad. It is quite 
unyssble in the form you have submitted, and as we do not 
have time to wait longer, I em obliged to have the printing 
done. by a logal man’ with whose work there ie wich less delay. 
-Please advise the. amount we are tebiye to you for this set- 
Upe ye 


| Toba tends, 


Secretary. 


